


Since 1993, Midwest Textiles & Supplies started by offering 
Madeira thread to embroidery businesses and has since 
expanded to include stabilizers, bobbins, needles, and a 
wide range of embroidery and sewing notions. Over the past 
30+ years, we’ve gained a deep understanding of the unique 
challenges faced in the embroidery industry, such as machine 
downtime, tight deadlines, quality control concerns, market 
competition, inventory management, and the need for effective 
supplier communication. 
 
We’ve developed solutions specifically designed to address 
these pain points. Our commitment to providing high-quality 
products and services has remained our guiding principle 
for over three decades. With a comprehensive selection of 
embroidery supplies and a focus on streamlined inventory 
management, we help businesses thrive in a competitive 
industry. Let’s work together to tackle these challenges and 
see how Midwest Textiles & Supplies can help expand your 
embroidery operations.
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There are many types of materials manufactured for 
embroidery backing, and even more that are often mistaken 
for proper backing. Do you and your team know which backing 
to choose for each application? Selecting the wrong backing 
can result in costly errors, wasted materials, and reduced stitch 
quality. To avoid this, ensure your backing meets four key 
standards for quality. 
 
This guide from Midwest Textiles & Supplies is designed 
to help you identify, select, and stock the best embroidery 
backing for your needs. With our industry expertise and range 
of premium options, you’ll find the ideal backing solutions for 
high-quality embroidery results every time.

We provide a comprehensive selection of embroidery 
stabilizers to meet all of your embroidery needs. Our range 
includes Cutaway, Tearaway, No-Show Mesh, and Peel & Stick 
options, as well as Fusible stabilizers for added versatility. 
We also offer water soluble toppings designed to prevent 
stitches from sinking into the nap of thicker fabrics like towels 
and sweaters. Whether you’re working on delicate designs 
or tackling challenging fabrics, we have the right stabilizer to 
ensure your embroidery projects achieve the highest quality 
results.

Choosing the Right Backing: 
The Key to Flawless Embroidery
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CUTAWAY
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Cutaway backing provides unparalleled support for intricate 
embroidery, ensuring designs maintain their shape and stability even 
after repeated washes. Ideal for dense stitching and delicate fabrics, 
Midwest Textiles & Supplies’ cutaway stabilizers are trusted by 
commercial embroiderers for durability and consistent performance. 
With our products, your embroidery projects will stay crisp, clean, 
and long-lasting.

Applications:
•	 Delicate and Stretchy Fabrics: Keeps the fabric secure and stable 

during embroidery.
•	 High Stitch-Count Designs: Ensures the design remains intact, 

even after repeated washings.

Key Advantages:
•	 Stable Base: Provides support both during stitching and long after 

the embroidery is finished.
•	 Smooth Production: Prevents fabric from being pulled down into 

the machine’s throat plate.
•	 Design Integrity: Maintains the shape and quality of your design, 

even after multiple washes.

Why Choose Cutaway from Midwest Textiles?
•	 Easy to cut, reducing the risk of fraying or design damage.
•	 Remains stable and resistant to perforations even after repeated 

use.
•	 Machine washable and dry-cleanable with low shrinkage.
•	 Provides excellent hoop stability to keep fabric firmly in place.

Tips for Working with Cutaways:
•	 Avoid cutting too close to the design; leave some stabilizer around 

the edges.
•	 Use sharp, 3.5 to 4-inch sharp scissors for precise cutting, 

avoiding snags.
•	 A stable backing is critical for maintaining the design’s integrity 

throughout the process. 

With Midwest Textiles & Supplies, you can count on backing solutions 
that offer superior stability, softness, and performance—so your 
embroidery projects always turn out flawlessly.
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AVAILABLE CUTAWAY PRODUCTS

Light Weight 
(1.5oz - 2.0oz)

6315
1.5oz • Soft

4019
1.5oz • Soft

4020
2.0oz • Soft

7720
2.0oz • Soft

9920
2.0oz • Semi-Soft

Medium Weight 
(2.4oz - 2.5oz)

4083
2.4oz • Soft/Firm 

(Available in Black & White)

4090
2.5oz • Soft/Firm

(Available in Black & White)

7725
2.5oz • Soft

(Available in Black & White)

9925
2.5oz • Firm

(Available in Black & White)

Heavy Weight 
(3.0oz +)

4022
3.0oz • Soft/Firm

(Available in Black & White)

7730
3.0oz • Soft/Firm

(Available in Black & White)

9930
3.0oz • Firm

(Available in Black & White)

4093
3.1oz • Soft/Firm

7735
3.5oz • Soft/Firm

(Available in Black & White)

9935
3.5oz • Firm

(Available in Black & White)
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TEARAWAY
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Designed for fast, efficient embroidery, our tearaway stabilizers can 
be easily removed without distorting stitches, making them ideal for 
stable fabrics. Midwest Textiles & Supplies’ tearaway backings offer 
reliable support during embroidery and clean removal afterward, 
helping your designs stay sharp while saving time on finishing. 
Choose our tearaway products for consistent, high-quality results.

Applications:
•	 Best suited for stable and non-delicate fabrics

Key Advantages:
•	 Safety: Eliminates the need for scissors, reducing the risk of 

cutting or damaging the garment.
•	 Efficiency: Provides fast, clean removal, saving time in post-

embroidery processing.

Why Choose Cutaway from Midwest Textiles?
•	 Offers excellent hoop stability, ensuring your fabric stays firmly in 

place during stitching.
•	 Designed to resist perforation during embroidery, reducing 

puckering and fabric distortion.
•	 Tears cleanly and evenly in both directions, minimizing leftover 

fibers and ensuring a polished finish.

Tips for Working with Cutaways:
•	  If you’re unsure of the weight, layering multiple pieces of tearaway 

can provide additional support and can be torn away individually 
after stitching.

•	 Make sure the backing is slightly larger than the hoop size to avoid 
slippage.

•	 For intricate designs, consider trimming away the backing close to 
delicate areas to ensure design integrity. 

This tearaway backing is an ideal choice for embroiderers seeking 
efficiency and ease without compromising stitch quality.
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AVAILABLE TEARAWAY PRODUCTS

1525
1.5oz • Crisp

(Available in Black & White)

4045
1.5oz • Crisp

(Available in Black & White)

4063
1.5oz • Soft

1720
1.52oz • Washaway

1825
1.8oz • Crisp

1885
1.8oz • Soft

Medium Weight 
(2.4oz - 2.5oz)

2520
2.5oz • Crisp

4018
2.5oz • Crisp

Heavy Weight 
(3.0oz +)

3020
3.0oz • Crisp

3045
3.0oz • Crisp

4030
3.0oz • Crisp/Firm

4802
3.0oz • Crisp/Firm

Light Weight 
(1.5oz - 2.0oz)

4048
1.8oz • Crisp/Firm

4049
1.8oz • Soft

4609
1.8oz • Crisp/Firm

2020
2.0oz • Washaway
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WEB (NO-SHOW) MESH
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Web Mesh backing provides lightweight, invisible support perfect for 
delicate and sheer fabrics. Ideal for use with light garments, such as 
t-shirts or performance wear, this stabilizer remains soft and flexible 
while ensuring your stitches stay intact. Midwest Textiles & Supplies’ 
Web Mesh stabilizers offer excellent hoop stability and prevent 
stretch without adding bulk, making them an essential choice for 
maintaining the integrity of fine embroidery designs while remaining 
virtually invisible after application.

Light Weight 
(1.5oz - 2.0oz)

90
1.5oz

(Available in Black & White)

WATER SOLUBLE TOPPING
Water soluble topping is used on top of fabrics to prevent the 
stitches from sinking into the texture of the fabric. This is especially 
important for materials with pile or nap, like towels, fleece, or velvet, 
where embroidery stitches could become distorted if they sink into 
the fabric. The topping is easy to remove by simply rinsing with 
water, leaving behind clean, raised embroidery. It’s particularly useful 
for projects where you want the stitches to sit crisply on top of the 
fabric surface.

Light Weight 
(20 microns)

101
20 microns
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SPECIALTY STABILIZERS
Midwest Textiles & Supplies offers a diverse selection of specialty 
stabilizers and toppings, including Buckram, Badgemaster, 
AquaVanish, Crinoline, Troylon, No-Sew Film, and Welding Film. 
These products are designed to support a wide range of projects, 
providing versatility and precision to enhance the quality and 
appearance of your embroidery designs. Whether you’re working on 
intricate patches, water-soluble designs, or sturdy applications, our 
specialty stabilizers offer the perfect solution to take your work to the 
next level.

Specialty Cutaways

1555
Peel & Stick Cutaway

1.5oz • Crisp

BAC-TRO
Troylon with Heat Seal/Fusible

2.0oz • Crisp

BAC-TROP
Troylon w/o Heat Seal/Plain

2.0oz • Crisp

Fusible Film

BAC-NS5
No-Sew Film

BAC-WFR
Welding Film

Buckram

BAC-BUC
Heavy • 60” Wide

3130
3oz Hovotex Buckram

3130HS
3 ozHovotex Buckram w/ Heat Seal

3630
3.6oz Hovotex Buckram

BAC-CRI
Lightweight Crinoline • 50” Wide

37
Heavy Weight Crinoline • 50” Wide 

Available in multiple widths

55
Med. Weight Crinoline • 50” Wide 

Available in multiple widths
Garment Label

2219
Non-Woven, Printable, Tags
Available in multiple widths

Additional Toppings

115
Aqua Vanish



BACKING REFERENCE GUIDE
ITEMS
Aprons 1525 1885 2020 4045 4609 4048
Baby Bibs 1720 1885 4045
Bandanas 1720 1885 4045
Black Leather Jackets 1525B 9925B 4083B 4022B
Black Sweats/T-Shirts 1525B 9925B 4083B 4022B 90B
Blanket (Baby) 6315 1720 1885 4045
Blanket (Horse) 2020 4048 4018 7730
Blanket (Stadium) 2020 4048 4018 7730
Blouses (Silk/Poly) 6315 4019
Caps (Canvas/Cotton) 2020 2520 3020 4019 4030 4802
Caps (Knit) 2020 2520 3020 4019 4030 4802
Children's Sleepwear 6315 4019
Coat Linings 1885 2020 4045 4049
Double Knit 7725 4086
Dresses (Cotton) 1720 2020 4049
Duffel Bags (Cotton) 1720 1885 2020 4048 4018
Emblem (Heat Seal) 6315 4019
Felt 1885 2020 4063 4049
Fleece Wear 2020 7725 4049 4019
Golf Shirts 2020 7725 4049 4019
High Density St itches 7730 9930 4022 4093
Jackets (Sat in) 2020 7725 4049 4083
Jackets (Nylon) 1885 2020 4049 7720
Jackets (Wool) 9925 4090
Leather/Suede/Vinyl 1525 1885 2020 4063 4049
Scarf 1720 7720 4019
Sheets/Pillow Cases 1720 7720 4019
Shirts (Denim/Twill) 1525 1720 7720 4019
Shirts (Linen) 1720 7720 4019
Shirts (Turt leneck) 7725 9925 4022
Shirts (Cotton/Nylon) 7720 7730 4022 4093
Sweater s(Fine/Tight) 7725 4083
Swimsuits 1720 2020
Table Cloths/Napkins 1720 2020
Ties (Knit) 2020 4049
Ties (Silk) 1720
Tote Bag 1525 1720 1885 4045
Towels (Bath/Golf) 1720 2020
Umbrellas 1720 2020
Webbings/Belt ings 1525 1720 2020 4049

SUGGESTED BACKINGS

REFERENCE GUIDE

Toll Free (800) 570-5040
www.midwest-textiles.com

10096 Development Drive, Mineral Point, MO 63664

10096 Development Dr
Mineral Point, MO 63660

www.midwest-textiles.com
(800) 570-5040


